It has been reported that pectinesterase (EC 3.1.1.11) is produced by a large number of higher plants and microorganisms. The pectinesterase of mold has been studied by Endo1) who reported that Coniothyrium di plodiella produced components I and II and described their properties.
The present report concerns the purifica tion of pectinesterase produced by Corticium rolfsii and some properties of the purified enzyme. The high activity at low pH values and its tolerance to acid are characteristics of the enzyme. Purification of enzyme. The mycelium was removed by filtration followed by centrifugation, and then (NH4)2SO4 was added to the culture filtrate to 0.9 saturation.
After mixture had stood overnight, the resulting precipitate was collected by centrifugation and dissolved in deionized water. The solution was dialyzed first against deionized water and then against 0.005 M sodium phosphate buffer (pH 6.0), for 24 hr each. The dialyzed solution was pured onto a column of Sephadex G-100 buffered with 0.005 M sodium phosphate buffer (pH 6.0). The same buffer solution was applied to a column for gel filtration. Active fractions were combined and dialyzed against 0.04 M sodium phosphate buffer (pH 6.0). The dialyzed solution was applied to a column of DEAE-Sephadex A-50 equilibrated with the same buffer. The enzyme was eluted with a linear gradient of 0 to 0.6 M NaCL in the same buffer. Fractions rich in pectinesterase were combined and dialyzed for 24 hr against deionized water and for another 24 hr against 0. 
RESULTS
Purification of the enzyme Gel filtration pattern on Sephadex G-100 is shown in Fig. 1 . Chromatographical be havior on DEAE-Sephadex A-50 is shown in Fig. 2 , indicates the recovery of activity in two peaks, I and II. Peak I was used for further purification steps. The result of first chromatography on SP-Sephadex C-50 is shown in Fig. 3 
